
A special thank you to the following donors for their contribution towards 
The First Steps Program: 

Air Miles 
You can now use your AIR 
MILES Cash Miles to support 
WICM. Plus, you’ll get a tax 
receipt for your donation. 

www.wicm.ca
Visit our website and click 
the “ways to donate” tab. 
Download our Pre-Authorized 
Remittance Form to switch to 
monthly donations. 

Canada Helps 
You can donate through 
CanadaHelps.org using our 
registered charity number: 
862942554RR0001. 
Visit Canada Helps to make 
WICM your charity of choice.

The Winnipeg Foundation
WICM has an agency 
endowment fund established 
with The Winnipeg Foundation. 
This fund will gradually grow 
and provide interest income 
for WICM admin, staff, and 
program expenses well into the 
future. 

Donate Today to Keep Our First Steps to Employment 
Project Running!

CONTACT US:
LOCATION: 415 LOGAN AVE.

OFFICE HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-5PM
PHONE: 204-942-8682

FAX: 957-5001

MISSION POSSIBLE: SUMMER 2016 NEWSLETTER

Hunter
Peterborough

Charitable Foundation

K
M

WAYS TO DONATE

Donna Miller from Matlock
Monica & David Blake from 
Ontario MISSION POSSIBLE: FALL 2016 NEWSLETTER

 A conversation with retired public health 
nurse Lorna Law gives a unique overview of the rare 
jewel that Winnipeg Inner City Missions (WICM) has 
become.
It all started when she was approached to sit on 
the board of WICM in 1996. “I was retiring and 
needed something to do,” she says. “I could see the 
potential.”
Since then Lorna has seen WICM morph from 
an organization that gave struggling inner city 
Indigenous people a helping hand to one that 
walks with them to achieve the fullest measure of 
independence.
At first, the mission’s goal was “to feed, clothe and 
then send them off again but that became similar to 
a revolving door.” 
Around 1997, Lorna became co-chair, but with a 
firm view that things had to change. With the help 
of a young couple that came on board, who had 
the same mindset that she had to “help people to 
help themselves,” affairs at WICM became more 
standardized and accountable. WICM began 
operating with set business hours which was 
previously non-existent. “If I don’t know the hours 
this place was open, I wouldn’t give any money,” she 
recalls saying bluntly.
The next step was to hire a staff facilitator.  
“Someone mentioned Margaret (current Executive 
Director Rev. Margaret Mullin), but she wasn’t 
interested. I said, ‘We’ve got to get her.’”
Eventually she was recruited, and has played a key 
role in the developing profile of WICM. “She has 
kept things faith-based,” says Lorna, who considers 
Rev. Margaret as mentor and friend. During one 

brainstorming session, “Margaret said, ‘So where’s 
Jesus in all this?’ This was her framework.”
Margaret was the one who identified the subset not 
well served by WICM as people ages 30 – 50. “She 
felt they were missing the boat,” Lorna says. “She 
observed that when people come in, you can plan 
with them and help with education, but they are 
basically homeless. They are capable, but nothing 
can change unless people have stable housing.”
With the help of architect Larry Silver as well as 
encouragement on the government side from Brian 
Williams the $2-million housing proposal for a 20-
unit facility drafted by Rev Margaret was approved 
in 1999 – 2000. “It was a big turning point, and it 
was Margaret’s doing,” says Lorna.
It’s a “work in progress still,” she notes. For instance, 
the original plan was for a three-year residency. “But 
Margaret now feels it can take up to five years for 
a resident to become independent and be able to 
trust.” Another stepping stone has been to develop 
a network of employers who will hire the residents. 
Lorna says she has told Rev. Margaret, “You are way 
ahead of your time.”
Today, Lorna remains a tireless advocate for WICM 
as part of Rev. Margaret’s informal support team 
along with Fran Colter and Bruce Miles. “I feel I’ve 
made an impact on my friends on what this place is 
about,” she notes. Her home church of Westwood 
Presbyterian has been “very supportive.”
“I felt I’ve had enough expertise to be effective. I felt 
called.”

Lorna Law & WICM: A 20-year Labour of Love
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415 Logan Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3A 0A4

Tel: 204-942-8682

One Time Gifts:
Please circle one        $25    $50    $100   $250   Other: _______

 
I have attached a cheque payable to Winnipeg Inner City Missions

Monthly Gifts:
              To give monthly gifts please visit www.wicm.ca and download the Pre 
 Authorized Remittance form found under the donation tab.

First Name:   __________________________
Last Name:  ___________________________
Address:  _____________________________
_____________________________________
City:   ________________________________
Province:___________Postal Code:_________
Email:  _______________________________
Phone: _______________________________

Donor Information:

Donations:

Mail Donations To:

Yes! I want to make a difference!



Upcoming Events

Derek Vail, Breaking the Cycle 

Derek gently stirs ivory paint in a 
can in one of the currently empty 
Place of Hope apartments as he 
tells his story. 

A past resident of APOH’s 
transitional housing, Derek is in 
a good place now, in a stable 
relationship with partner Pam and 
a little girl of their own. 

Derek had been trapped in a 
revolving door of alcohol abuse 
and sobriety when he discovered 
Place of Hope, and finally got 
unstuck. 

At one stage of recovery, when 
at ARI (Addictions Recovery Inc), 

“one fella said, you’ve got to see 
this place (Place of Hope). 
“I met with Susan Currie (The 
Parish Social Worker), and told 
her the story about my first 
recovery. I told her the hardest 
thing for some people is being 
alone. 

“You need a place that’s almost 
a practice, where you are 
responsible, where you have 
chores and expectations.” 

Derek has a place of his own now 
with his young family. He still 
takes care of apartments at Place 
of Hope after people have moved 
out. It’s a good arrangement 

for him. “I can still check in with 
Reverend Margaret,” he notes. 
According to Derek the key is 
“you’ve got to learn to help 
yourself. I’m glad to have learned 
it here.” 

Jason Berthelette is a 
participant in our First 
Steps to Employment 
Project. He has worked 
hard towards his 
achievements. This year 
he picked up his official 
Manitoba Grade 12 
Diploma. He has already 
started a job that he is 
loving! Way to go Jason! 

Thank you to everyone 
out there that financially 
supports Winnipeg Inner 
City Missions and makes it 
possible for individuals like 
Jason to move forward.

A Proud Step Forward

When you have come to the 
realization that you want to remove 
yourself from a toxic situation, you 
need the tools and support to keep 
you from going back. We believe 
addictions need to be conquered, 
life skills learned, education and 
health levels improved and past 
wounds of abuse and family 
violence healed.
 
At Anishinabe Place of Hope 
(APOH) we run our First Steps to 
Employment Project. We assist 
each individual to identify their own 
‘PATH’ forward and then provide 
ongoing support and advocacy 
needed for them to successfully 

achieve their goals.
We offer confidential services and 
advocate for the individual with 
health care, justice, education 
systems and social service agencies. 
Without this type of personal 
support individuals often fail to 
make use of the existing services 
available to them.

The First Steps to Employment 
Project is run by Ms. Crystal McKeen, 
a Registered Social Worker who 
understands the struggle of growing 
up in the inner city.

In the halls of Place of Hope, you 
will often bump into a resident who 

needs to talk to or is talking to - 
Crystal.
If Rev. Margaret or the Parish Social 
Worker Susan Currie want an update 
on how a particular resident might 
be doing, they know Crystal has the 
answer in a heartbeat.

To Qualify for the program 
participants must:
• Be between the ages of 30-50
• Agree to obtain employment in the 
future
• Agree to participate in counseling
• Agree to volunteer a minimum of 3 
hours a week within our center

About the First Steps to Employment Project

Christmas Hampers
Donations will be accepted 
before December 19.

As the holidays approach 
we are beginning to 
prepare for our annual 
Christmas Hampers. 

Donations of:
• Non perishable food
• High protein canned meat
• Canned ham
• Peanut butter 
• Canned beans
• New gifts for ages 
ranging from infants to age 
80

Christmas Service
November 27 thru 
December 18
We will be holding special 
Christmas Services at 3:30 
PM at 415 Logan Avenue.

Clinton, 53, a resident in Place of Hope’s Transitional 
Housing program, has the most gentle way about 
him. On first meeting him, one would never believe 
that he struggled with alcohol for a long time, 
and is now 7 years sober. That’s a milestone that 
certainly deserves to be celebrated.  And it’s clear 
he feels he owes much of his current stability to A 
Place of Hope. 

An acquaintance at another residential program 
told him about APOH. He said, “They work with 
you.” That, Clinton felt, was different from other 
programs where they generally “release you into 
the system”. 

“This place really helps you through the rough 
spots. It gives structure. It’s a different world – quiet 
and peaceful.” 

“It gives you time to decide what you want to do 
in life,” he says. Clinton worked at the mint for 18 
years. “Now I like days, 8 – 4.” 

He adds: “Everyone here cares. They are on the 
same page. That gives you stability before you leave 
here, which is really good. You get some stability 
and it helps you move on.” 

Clinton, who has a 27-year-old son, feels APOH has 
helped him “re-invent myself.  
“Alcohol doesn’t interest me. It doesn’t even enter 
my mind any more.” 

Clinton Izzard: A Different World 


